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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

June 5, 2014 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on June 5, 2014 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  Mark Klein, Superintendent 
Mr. Andy Block, Vice President  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education  
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq.  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks  Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster       Treasurer 
Mr. Jerold Grupp Ms. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 60 persons from the public, staff and 
None  press 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Derek Reid, Esq. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Thomas asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and to remain standing for 
the National Anthem. 

Mrs. Pfannenstiel led The Holland Voices Select Choir in singing “The Star Spangled Banner” and 
“Seasons of Love.” 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Mrs. Thomas.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 

Superintendent’s Report 
Mr. Klein congratulated the people who were retiring from the CR School District on behalf of the Board, 
Administration and their colleagues.  The retirees represent over 900 years of service and are a reflection 
on people who have been with the District for up to 39 years.  They made a difference in the lives of 
many children at Council Rock.  Mr. Klein thanked them for their time, effort and impact they have had at 
CR School District. 

Mr. Klein stated that the last day of school is June 19.  Graduation ceremonies for CR North will be held 
at 4:00 p.m. and at 6:30 p.m. for CR South.  June 19 will be a half day for all students, with AM 
Kindergarten students attending.  The last day for PM Kindergarten is Wednesday, June 18.  
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Mr. Klein called upon Mr. Fred Bauer to report on CR South Hunch Program, in particular, the trip to 
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, and the team’s effort to gain a better understanding of 
capillary action in Zero Gravity.  Students Zoe Steinsnyder, and Katrina Johnston, reviewed the team’s 
goals and findings, while Matthew Piorko, Justin Gaudent, and Sam Freedman reviewed the system used 
to gather data, the process and testing that took place.  Zoe Steinsnyder and Justin Gaudent were able to 
fly on NASA’s Zero Gravity Aircraft.  Based on the scientific data collected, the team determined that 
capillary action does happen in a Zero Gravity environment.  Their findings indicate that plants can be 
grown in Zero Gravity onboard the International Space Station; potential medical applications exist and 
the use of capillary tubes may be used to transfer liquids.  As part of their Outreach Program, members of 
the Hunch Team are visiting schools and working with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math).  
Anyone interested in the experiment may contact Ms. Steinsnyder at zsteinsnyder@gmail.com.  The 
Hunch Team thanked their sponsors, including the School Board and CREF (Council Rock Education 
Fund). 

Public Comment 
John Rasiej, Wrightstown, PA, spoke about the budget review process and voiced his concern regarding 
the fund balance. Mr. Rasiej requested that before any vote is taken on the budget that an examination be 
completed to determine what circumstances existed to allow a $4 million surplus in taxation grow beyond 
what is fiscally responsible.   

Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, commented on the increase in taxes due to state mandated contributions to 
the PSERS (Public School Employer Retirement System), use of the fund balance to lower taxes, 
technology upgrades, the closing of schools and schools in need of renovations.  If using the fund balance 
to lower taxes, her choice would be to eliminate the per capita tax to give relief to 20,000 residents who 
are unemployed.  She was also in favor of approving the preliminary budget. 

Nancy Sauers, Holland, PA, President of the Citizens for Education (CFE), wanted to clarify the 
erroneous allegations about the organization and its effort in assisting students with voter registration.  As 
stated in its mission statement, CFE is a non-partisan, non-political organization that acts as an advocate 
for quality education for all students of Council Rock School District.  CFE members, Executive 
Committee and its officers, as individuals, have the right to be politically active or non-political on their 
own time, whatever their choice.  To increase involvement for citizens to vote, the CFE has been 
conducting voter registration drives, including absentee voting, at each high school for 22 years.  In the 
1990s, CFE was invited by the CR High School Political Science Club to register students to vote or 
arrange for absentee voting.  CFE does not discuss what party to join with the student when registering to 
vote.  CFE does explain, when asked, that choosing a party (as opposed to no affiliation) will allow the 
student to vote in a primary election to choose the selected party’s candidate for the general election. CFE 
does not keep or record voter registration information.  All completed voter registration forms are 
delivered to the Bucks County Board of Elections following the voter registration drives.  Blank forms to 
register are also provided to students who prefer to complete and return the form to the Board of 
Elections.  Information about the organization may be obtained at www.citizensforeducation.com.  

Zoe Steinsnyder, Holland, PA, shared her experience when she registered to vote from a student’s 
perspective.  No one asked her how to vote.   The students were advised that if they registered to vote as 
an independent, they would not be able to vote in the primaries, only in the general elections.   
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Items for Board Approval 

Elimination of the Per Capita Tax 
Due to the complexity of the tax law, Dr. Foster requested to meet in executive session before a roll call 
vote.  The Board met in executive session with the Solicitor, at 8:13 p.m. and reconvened in open session 
at 8:25 p.m.  

Dr. Foster made a motion to eliminate the per capita tax and Mrs. Sexton seconded the motion.  

Dr. Foster stated that, in his opinion, the per capita tax is an unfair tax, complicated tax which is poorly 
complied with.  Unlike other taxes, there are a large number of delinquent bills every year that are sent to 
collections.  It was noted that the postage and printing costs represent 4.5 percent of the tax levy 
compared to less than .1 percent of the real estate taxes for the total expenditure.   

Mrs. Sexton further stated that CR School District does not only rely on real estate taxes but also on 
federal and state taxes, occupation tax, earned income tax, among others. 

Mr. Grupp advised that the cost to collect the tax represents 25% of the amount collected.  

Other members of the Board were in favor of eliminating the per capita tax, in concept; however, at this 
point in time, they could not support the motion.  Others were uncomfortable with the timing and the risk 
associated with eliminating the per capita tax.  The majority felt that the Board should continue to review 
and consider the possibility of eliminating the per capita tax for another budget year. 

After discussion the Board voted against the motion to eliminate the per capita tax by a vote of 3 ayes, 6 
nays, 0 abstain.   Mmes. Thomas, McKessy Messrs. Block, Abramson, Byelich and Grupp voted against. 

Approval of the 2014-2015 Final Budget for the Council Rock School District 

Discussion ensued on the proposed 2014-2015 Budget, the merits of increasing the budget by .94% or 
.61%, use of the fund balance, reduction of expenditures, support for a zero and/or balanced budget, the 
impact the Capital Planning Committee may have on lowering operating costs and the idea about 
eliminating programs and closing schools.  

Mr. Reinhart noted that revenue will decrease over time as the bonds are paid off.  He further noted that 
Churchville Elementary, Holland Elementary and Goodnoe Elementary should be funded when the 
moratorium ends.  

Mr. Grupp moved to approve the Council Rock School District 2014-15 Fiscal Year Budget and Tax 
Resolution with a tax increase of .94% equating to 1.07 mils and subject to final solicitor review.  Dr. 
Foster seconded the motion.  The Board rejected said motion by a vote of 3 ayes, 6 nays, 0 abstain.  
Mmes. Thomas, Brooks, McKessy, Sexton, Messrs. Block, Byelich voted against. 

Mr. Grupp moved to approve the Council Rock School District 2014-15 Fiscal Year Budget and Tax 
Resolution with a tax increase of .61% equating to .7 mils and subject to final solicitor review.  Mrs. 
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McKessy seconded the motion.  The Board approved said motion, by a vote of 5 ayes, 4 nays, 0 abstain.  
Messrs. Abramson, Byelich, Grupp and Dr. Foster voted against. 

Mr. Grupp moved to approve the Establishment of Committed Fund Balance, subject to audit, and Mrs. 
McKessy seconded the motion.  

Mr. Byelich moved to separate the motion and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion at which time, Mr. Grupp 
and Mrs. McKessy approved to separate the motion to approve the Establishment of Committee Fund 
Balances. 

After further discussion, Mr. Grupp moved to amend the motion to read the Establishment of Committed 
Fund Purposes instead of Committed Fund Balances and Mrs. McKessy seconded the motion. 

Mr. Grupp moved to approve the Establishment of Committed Fund Purposes, subject to audit, and Mrs. 
McKessy seconded the motion.  The Board approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain. 

RESOLVED: 

1. That the budget, as proposed at the meeting of the Board of School Directors, held June 5, 2014, in the
amount of $214,631,037, be and the same is hereby finally adopted as the Annual Budget of the Council 
Rock School District for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014, adjusted, as necessary, to reflect the  
millage levied hereafter.  

2. That the necessary revenues for the same shall be provided by sources including the following taxes:

a. The one percent (1%) Real Estate Transfer Tax, as adopted by a resolution passed November,
1986; the 400 mill Occupation Tax, as adopted by resolution on June 19, 1997; the $10.00
Personal Tax, as adopted by resolution passed on June 26, 1973; the one percent (1%) Earned
Income/Net Profits Tax, as adopted by resolution on June 20, 1994; and the Occupational
Privilege Tax of $10.00, as adopted by resolution on June 20, 1994 - all pursuant to Local
Tax Enabling Act No. 511, approved December 13, 1965, and which continue in force on a
fiscal year basis without change in rate pursuant to said Act; and;

b. Payments pursuant to Public Utilities Realty Act No. 66, effective March 10, 1970.

3. That the $5.00 per capita tax be and the same is hereby levied upon each resident or inhabitant
eighteen (18) years of age and older within the District. 

4. That a tax be and the same is hereby levied on all real estate within the Council Rock School District
for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2014, at a rate of 114.72 mills or $11.47 per $100.00 of assessed 
value of all property taxable for school purposes within the District.  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the budget of the Council Rock School District enacted for the school year 2014- 
2015, a tax on all real estate, including construction after July 1, 2014, has been levied.  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Assessment Appeals is hereby directed to inspect and reassess all taxable 
property in the Council Rock School District which lies in the Township of Newtown, the Township of  
Northampton, the Township of Upper Makefield, the Township of Wrightstown, and the Borough of  
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Newtown, on which there has been any new construction after July 1, 2014, and give notice as provided 
by law, particularly Act of Assembly No. 191, July 1, 1970.  
 
RESOLVED, that a plan is adopted providing an option for installment payment of real estate taxes on  
approved homestead and farmstead property pursuant to the Taxpayer Relief Act (Act 1 of 2006), as 
follows: 
  

Real Estate Tax Installment Payment Plan 
(for approved homestead and farmstead property real estate tax) 

  
1. Installment Payment Dates: A taxpayer electing the installment payment option may pay the  
real estate tax in three (3) equal installment payments of one-third (1/3) of the full tax amount.  
The installments are due on or before August 31, October 15 and November 30 of the year in  
which the tax is levied. Any installment not paid in full by these dates is delinquent.  
 
2. Taxpayer Election of Installment Payment Option. Payment of the first installment in full by  
August 31 will constitute taxpayer election to pay tax in installments. Installment payment is  
permitted only if the taxpayer elects by paying the first installment payment in full by August 31.  
If the taxpayer fails to pay the first installment payment by August 31, the taxpayer may  
nevertheless elect to pay tax in installments by paying on or before October 15 the delinquent first  
installment payment together with a penalty in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the amount of  
the installment, and paying the second installment payment in full. If the taxpayer fails to meet  
this requirement, the full amount of the real estate tax is due on or before October 31, and the real  
estate tax is delinquent if not paid in full on or before October 31.  
 
3. No Discount. No discount applies to installment payments.  
 
4. Penalty on Delinquent Installments. If a taxpayer makes the first installment payment by  
August 31 and fails to pay in full any subsequent installment by the installment due date, the  
installment not paid by the due date is delinquent, and a penalty will be added to the tax in the  
amount of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the installment not paid by the installment due  
date, without regard to any partial payment of the installment.  
 
5. Ineligibility. A taxpayer who is delinquent by more than ten (10) days on all installment  
payments is ineligible for the installment payment option in the following school year.  
 
6. Effective Date. This plan will become effective July 1, 2014, and will continue in effect  
thereafter for real estate taxes levied for the school year beginning July 1, 2014, and for real estate  
levied for future years, until amended or repealed.  
 
RESOLVED, that homestead and farmstead exclusion real estate tax assessment reductions are authorized  
for the school year beginning July 1, 2014, under the provisions of the Homestead Property Exclusion  
Program Act (part of Act 50 of 1998) and the Taxpayer Relief Act (Act 1 of 2006), as follows:  
  

2014 Homestead and Farmstead Exclusion Resolution 
 
1. Aggregate amount available for homestead and farmstead real estate tax reduction. The  
following amounts are available for homestead and farmstead real estate tax reduction for the school  

Minutes 2014_06_05   Page 5 

 

 



Unofficial 

 

year beginning July 1, 2014:  
 

a. Gambling tax funds. The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has notified the  
School District that PDE will pay to the School District during the school year pursuant to Act 1, 
53 P.S. §6926.505(b), as a property tax reduction allocation funded by gambling tax funds in the 
amount of $3,841,248.53.   

  
b. Philadelphia tax credit reimbursement funds. PDE has notified the School District that  
PDE will pay to the School District during the school year pursuant to Act 1, 53 P.S.  
§6926.324(3), as reimbursement for Philadelphia tax credits claimed against the School  
District earned income tax by School District resident taxpayers, the amount of  
$1,435,863.04.  
 
c. Other sources. $20,367.25 of undistributed funds will be available during the school year  
for real estate reduction from other sources.  
 
d. Aggregate amount available. Adding these amounts, the aggregate amount available during  
the school year for real estate tax reduction is $5,297,478.82.  
 

2. Homestead/farmstead numbers. Pursuant to Act 50, 54 Pa. C.S. §8584(i), and Act 1, 53 P.S.  
§6926.341(g)(3), the County has provided the School District with a certified report listing approved  
homesteads and approved farmsteads as follows:  
 

a. Homestead property number. The number of approved homesteads within the School  
District is 20,362.  
 
b. Farmstead property number. The number of approved farmsteads within the School  
District is 44.  
 
c. Homestead/farmstead combined number. Adding these numbers, the aggregate number of  
approved homesteads and approved farmsteads is 20,406.  
 

3. Real estate tax reduction calculation. The school board has decided that the homestead exclusion  
amount and the farmstead exclusion amount shall be equal. Dividing the paragraph 1(d) aggregate  
amount available during the school year for real estate tax reduction of $5,297,478.82 by the  
paragraph 2(c) aggregate number of approved homesteads and approved farmsteads of 20,406  
(before considering the assessed value of approved homesteads and approved farmsteads having an  
assessed value below the preliminary calculation of the maximum real estate assessed value reduction  
amount to be established as the homestead and farmstead exclusion amount), the preliminary  
calculation of the maximum real estate tax reduction amount applicable to each approved homestead  
and to each approved farmstead is $259.61.  
 
Based on calculations provided by the School District Business Office from the best available  
information and carefully evaluated by the School Board, considering the assessed value of approved  
homesteads and approved farmsteads having an assessed value below the preliminary calculation of  
the maximum real estate assessed value reduction amount to be established as the homestead  
exclusion and the farmstead exclusion amount, an additional aggregate amount of $0 will be available  
during the school year for real estate tax reduction applicable to approximately -0- homesteads and  
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farmsteads, resulting in an additional real estate tax reduction amount available for each homestead 
and farmstead of $0. Adding this additional amount to the preliminary calculation of the maximum  
real estate tax reduction amount of $259.61, the final maximum real estate tax reduction amount  
applicable to each approved homestead and to each approved farmstead is $259.61.  

4. Homestead exclusion calculation. Dividing the paragraph 3 maximum real estate tax reduction
amount of $259.61 by the School District real estate tax rate of 114.72 mills, the maximum real estate 
assessed value reduction to be reflected on tax notices as a homestead exclusion for each approved  
homestead is $2,263, and the maximum real estate assessed value reduction to be reflected on tax  
notices as a farmstead exclusion for each approved farmstead is $2,263. 4  

5. Homestead/farmstead exclusion authorization – July 1 tax bills. The tax notice issued to the
owner of each approved homestead within the School District shall reflect a homestead exclusion real 
estate assessed value reduction equal to the lesser of (a) the County-established assessed value of the  
homestead, or (b) the paragraph 4 maximum real estate assessed value reduction of $2,263. The tax  
notice issued to the owner of each approved farmstead within the School District shall reflect an  
additional farmstead exclusion real estate assessed value reduction equal to the lesser of: (a) the  
County-established assessed value of the farmstead, or (b) the paragraph 4 maximum real estate  
assessed value reduction of $2,263. For purposes of this Resolution, “approved homestead” and  
“approved farmstead” shall mean homesteads and farmsteads listed in the report referred to in  
paragraph 2 above and received by the School District from the County Assessment Office on or  
before May 1 pursuant to Act 1, 53 P.S. §6926.331(g)(3), based on homestead/farmstead applications  
filed with the County Assessment Office on or before March 1. This paragraph 5 will apply to tax  
notices issued based on the initial tax duplicate used in issuing initial real estate tax notices for the  
school year, which will be issued on or promptly after July 1, and will not apply to interim real estate  
tax bills. 

Approval of Food Services Contract 
Mr. Abramson moved to approve the Agreement with Chartwells School Dining Services to serve as 
Council Rock School District’s Food Service Management Company, with a guaranteed profit of 
$200,000 from operations in the 2014-2015 school year subject to final PDE (Pennsylvania Department 
of Education) approval and Mr. Block seconded the motion. 

Mr. Klein noted that the contract is for the 2014-2015 year only; however, the contract may be renewed 
for an additional four years.  Mr. Reinhart reviewed the selection process and addressed some of the 
concerns raised by the Board, including the National School Lunch Program.  The Board reviewed and 
discussed, among other things, whether the contract should be subject to solicitor review and the quality 
of school meals in terms of nutrition. 

After discussion, Mr. Abramson moved to approve the Agreement with Chartwells School Dining 
Services to serve as Council Rock School District’s Food Service Management Company, with a 
guaranteed profit of $200,000 from operations in the 2014-2015 school year subject to final PDE 
(Pennsylvania Department of Education) approval and solicitor review prior to submitting the Agreement 
to Chartwells School Dining Services.  Mr. Block seconded the motion.  The Board approved said motion 
by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain.  Mr. Grupp abstained due to a potential conflict of interest.  His son 
is employed by Chartwells as a part-time employee. 

Approval of Bids 
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• Visual Arts Supply Bid #14-03
Description:  Visual Arts Supplies for the 2014-2015 School Year 
Vendor(s)/Total Award:  #8 Vendors Listed in the Total Low Acceptable Bid Column/$42,507.61 

Mrs. Sexton moved to award 2014-2015 Visual Arts Supply Bid #14-03 to the vendors listed in the Total 
Low Acceptable Bid column at a total cost not to exceed $42,507.61, subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp 
seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 

• Physical Education Supply Bid #14-04
Description:  Physical Education Supplies for the 2014-2015 School Year 
Vendor(s)/Total Award:  #8 Vendors Listed in the Total Low Acceptable Bid Column/$13,729.71 

Mrs. Sexton moved to award 2014-2015 Physical Education Supply Bid #14-04 to the vendors listed in 
the Total Low Acceptable Bid column at a total cost not to exceed $13,729.71, subject to audit.  Mr. 
Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous 
consent. 

• AV-Library Supply Bid #14-06
Description:  Audio Visual-Library Supplies for the 2014-2015 School Year 
Vendor(s)/Total Award:  #7 Vendors Listed in the Total Low Acceptable Bid Column/$7,354.70 

Mrs. Sexton moved to award 2014-2015 AV Visual-Library Supply Bid #14-06 to the vendors listed in 
the Total Low Acceptable Bid column at a total cost not to exceed $7,354.70, subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp 
seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 

• Computer Supply Bid #14-07
Description:  Computer Supplies for the 2014-2015 School Year 
Vendor(s)/Total Award:  #7 Vendors Listed in the Total Low Acceptable Bid Column/$5,073.45 

Mrs. Sexton moved to award 2014-2015 Computer Supply Bid #14-07 to the vendors listed in the Total 
Low Acceptable Bid column at a total cost not to exceed $5,073.45, subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded 
the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 

Approval of the 2014-2015 Amendment to the Gallagher Consulting Agreement 
Mrs. Trioli noted that the Gallagher Benefit Services (GBS) reduced its pricing in 2013 from $148,104 to 
$102,000.  GBS also included a provision which places 20% of their annual fees at risk if they do not 
meet mutually agreed to service standards.  

Mr. Byelich was conflicted with having to pay GBS a consulting fee and commission.  It was noted that 
any commissions will be offset from GBS’s annual fee. 

Upon motion duly made by Dr. Foster and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved the Amendment 
to the Gallagher Consulting Agreement, subject to audit, by a vote of 7 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstain.  Messrs. 
Abramson and Byelich voted against.   

Approval of Goodnoe Elementary School Additions and Renovations Project Change Orders 
Mr. Taylor advised that the building will not be sprinkled until the work is completed.  However, when 
the 1st phase is completed, the Township requires that either the new addition be sprinkled or a fire 
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separation between the existing building and the new building be provided.  This would require temporary 
fire petitions between the new and existing buildings and some changes to the fire alarm system so the 
doors will automatically close in the event of a fire alarm.  It was agreed that portions of the buildings that 
are renovated will be partially sprinkled.   

Discussion ensued on the cost, the strict interpretation of the fire code and fire safety for children.  

• Change Order No. GC02 to E.R. Stuebner, Inc.
This scope of work relates to the fire rated wall and door assemblies. 

Mrs. Brooks moved to approve Goodnoe Elementary School Additions and Renovations Project Change 
Order No. GC02 to E.R. Stuebner, Inc. in the additive amount of $14,864.20, subject to audit.  Mrs. 
McKessy seconded the motion.  After discussion, the Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 
nay, 0 abstain.  Mr. Grupp voted against. 

• Change Order No. EC02 to Boro Developers, Inc. d/b/a Boro Construction
This scope of work relates to the magnetic hold open devices, fire alarm and fire alarm system 
programming. 

Mrs. Brooks moved to approve Goodnoe Elementary School Additions and Renovations Project Change 
Order No. EC02 to Boro Developers, Inc. d/b/a Boro Construction in the additive amount of $5,109.92, 
subject to audit.  Mrs. McKessy seconded the motion.  After discussion, the Board approved said motion 
by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain.  Mr. Grupp voted against. 

Board Topics 
Old Business 
• Voters’ Registration in the High Schools.  The Board had extensive discussions regarding Mr.

Byelich’s assertions that members of the CFE were politically active and may have unduly influenced 
students registering to vote.  He felt that an unbiased, non-affiliated group e.g. League of Women 
Voters should conduct the voter registrations at CR North and South to eliminate the appearance of 
conflict.  Reference was made to an article which appeared in Bucks County Courier on Monday, 
June 2, 2014.   

To the best of her knowledge, Mrs. Brooks was not aware of a complaint or suggestion of impropriety 
by the CFE by any teacher, administrator, parent or student who registered to vote.  No school 
policies were violated.  In her opinion, Mr. Byelich’s concern results from a misunderstanding about 
the CFE.  CFE is a volunteer organization for the entire District and keeps everyone informed about 
Council Rock issues.  She also felt that the Board’s integrity came into question. 

Mr. Byelich stated that it wasn’t his intent to question the integrity of the Board.  He further stated 
that when he ran for a seat on the School Board, someone advised him that he would not be able to 
win without the support of the CFE.  In his opinion, the policies were not applied when CFE was 
chosen to conduct the voter registration drives at Council Rock.  

It was noted that the League of Women Voters is a 501(c)(3) organization and a 501(c)(4) 
organization.  Unlike 501(c)(3) organizations, 501(c)(4) organizations are permitted to engage in 
political activity. 
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It was suggested that the League of Women Voters be invited to assist the CFE in conducting voter 
registration drives.  

New Business 
• Discussion ensued on bringing a motion to the table.  Mrs. Thomas advised the members of the Board

that if anyone has a concern or issue to discuss with the Board, she should be notified and provided 
with the information on the Friday before a Board meeting so she could add it to the meeting agenda.  

Committee Reports 
Mrs. Brooks reported that the Academic Standards Committee met on June 5, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. to review 
and discuss the summer programs and assignments.  They focused on summer assignments for Advanced 
Placement and some Honors courses at the high schools.  The curriculum coordinators covered each 
subject area.  The Committee’s next meeting will be held during the 1st week of September.  Mrs. Brooks 
asked everyone to let her know if there are any topics they would like the Committee to address.  

Mrs. McKessy reported that the Facilities Committee had an abbreviated meeting on May 22, 2014.  The 
summer projects are on track.  The Committee expects to interview architects at its next meeting on June 
26, 2014 for the Newtown Middle School Project.   

Dr. Foster reported that the Finance Committee met on May 22, 2014 to review and discuss the budget 
and food service.  Mrs. Brooks and Mr. Grupp described some parts of the selection process and decision 
matrix.  He was pleased to meet Ms. Stoertz, Mmes. Grim, Klohe, and Messrs. Sanko, Gamble.  The 
Committee, at its next meeting on June 26, 2014, will review and discuss a proposal from Northampton to 
work with taxing jurisdictions in hopes of receiving a tax credit for future improvements/new 
construction.  Transportation with regard to propane buses will be considered in August 2014.  Mr. 
Reinhart will prepare and publish the meeting agenda. 

MBIT (Middle Bucks Institute of Technology) Representative  
Dr. Foster reported that on May 12, 2014, MBIT congratulated the winners from various competitions.  
Students earned medals in the following competitions: SkillsUSA, District Two, Health Occupations, 
Culinary Website Design, Public Safety, Cosmetology, among others.  Messrs. Byelich and Klein were in 
attendance.  The Superintendent from Centennial High School will be joining the Executive Council.  
Graduation ceremonies will be held at Centennial High School on Thursday, June 12, 2014. 

Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative 
Mrs. Sexton attended graduation on Tuesday night, June 3, 2014.  No one from Council Rock graduated.  
It was noted that children with disabilities are in school until age 21.  

Mrs. Brooks reported that she attended CR Media at Newtown Middle School on Wednesday, June 4, 
2014.  They showcased students in every grade.  It was a reflection of students who are passionate about 
the use of technology and staff members who inspire them.  It was very impressive. 

Mr. Grupp requested updates on Technology Education Projects in terms of the present curriculum and 
plans going forward.  If not, he thought the Academic Standards Committee may want to review how 
students are being engaged through the use and application of technology. 

Solicitor’s Report 
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Derek Reid, Esq., stated that the Board met in executive session last week Thursday on collective-
bargaining to discuss contract negotiations.  The Board also met in executive session earlier in the 
meeting to review and discuss information regarding potential litigation.  The Board will meet in 
executive session following this meeting to review and discuss a personnel matter and potential litigation. 

Public Comment  
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, commented on the schools capacity for students, addition of classroom 
trailers and the sharing of classrooms.  She noted that if Council Rock wants to achieve the savings from 
closing schools, the District needs to increase efficiencies in the schools e.g. dividing classrooms and 
coordinating the schedules for teachers to share the room.   

John Rasiej, Wrightstown, PA, questioned the use of funds from the fund balance.  He noted that at the 
end of the School Year for 2010/11, approximately $9 million was in the fund balance, $4 million of 
which was used in accordance with the school budget.  At the end of 2011/12, approximately $10 million 
remained in the fund balance -- $764,000 was transferred to capital reserves and an additional $3.2 
million was expended from the fund balance.  The school tax was at 1.7 percent.  Presently, the fund 
balance is $14 million.  Mr. Rasiej questioned why the fund balance has not reduced over time.  In his 
opinion, the school taxes should be lower. 

Joanne Hinton, Richboro, PA, was impressed and amazed at what the students accomplished with the 
NASA Project.  She appreciated the support the students received from Council Rock’s Administration, 
Business Office and Board.  Ms. Hinton acknowledged that opportunities such as this cost money but she 
also acknowledged that the students at Council Rock deserve to learn the best way possible with the best 
resources available. 

Nancy Sauers, Holland, PA, President of the Citizens for Education, stated that CFE is incorporated in 
Pennsylvania under Federal rules 501(c)(3).  Mr. Byelich and the League of Women Voters were invited 
to come to the voter registration drives at CRHS South and CRHS North.  The Board was also invited.   

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
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